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Each Probate Judge, Sheriff, District Court Clerk, the
Clerk and Register of the Circuit Court, County Commission
Chairman and Municipal Clerk is required by law to preserve
this slip or pamphlet in a book kept in his office until the
Act is published in permanent form.

- ALABAMA LAW
(Regular Session, 1987)

Act No. 87-525 : H. 926 —Rep. Zoghby
AN ACT

Providing for a medical examiner system for the investigation of certain types
ofduthsinMobﬂeCmmty,Ahbtma;tbolishingtheoﬁceofemmtycoronenpre-
o@dlging}hemwof:pp?hmt,qmﬁﬁmﬁom,_powmmddpﬁuofthemumy

auchoymmmbemhninedtotbecountygyvemingbod;nimposing
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Section 1. In Mobile County, Alabama, the office of coroner
is hereby abolished and all powers, rights and duties now or hereafter
authorized or required by law to be performed by such coroner shall
be exercised and performed by the county medical examiner as
hereinafter provided for in this act.

Section 2. The state medical examiner assigned to the De-
partment of Forensic Sciences, Region IV office in Mobile, Alabama,
shall also serve as the county medical examiner for Mobile County.
Other state medical examiners may be assigned as deputy county

Section 3. The county medical examiner shall be a physician
licensed to practice medicine in Alabama and trained in anatomic
and forensic pathology. Any vacancy in the county shall be filled by
appointment of the Director of the Department of Forensic Sciences,
who may waive the requirement temporarily to appoint a physician
licensed to practice medicine and trained in anatomic pathology when
a vacancy exists which he is seeking to fill.
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Section 4. It shall be the duty of the county medical examiner
to investigate any death in Mobile County when the death may fall
within one or more of the following categories:

(a) Any death that occurs suddenly and unexpectedly, that is,
hen the person has not been under medmal care for significant
heart, Tung, or other disease;

‘ (b) Any death suspected to be due to violence, resultmg that
is, from suicidal, accidental, homicidal, or undetermined injury, re-
gardless of when or where the injury occurred,

(c) Any death suspected to be due to alcohol or drugs or exposure
to toxic agents;

(d) Deaths due to poisoning;

(e) All deaths of persons in the custody of law ‘enforcement
officers or in penal institutions;

() Deaths suspected to be involved with the decedent’s occu-
pation; . ’

' (g) Deaths unattended by a physician;

(h) Any death due to neglect; '

@) Anystﬂlb:rthofmormoreweeh’gestatxon unattendedby
a physician;

(§) Deaths due to criminal abortion;

(k) Any death of an infant or child under 19 years of age where

medical

themedxcalhmtoryhasnotutabhshedmepreenstmg
oondmontoclearlyexplamthedeathandthepretermmalcucum

stances;
O)Deathswhlchnrepmsiblydnecﬂyormdxrecﬂyam-ibutable
to environmental exposure not otherwise specified;

(m) Any death suspected to be due to infectious or contagious
d:seesewheremthedmgnonsandextentofdxseaseattheumeare
undetermined;

(n)Anydeathoecmnxmdermspicwusorunusualcu'cum
stances;

(o)Whenabodyxstobecremated dlssectedorbunedatsea;
or

) When a body is brought into Mobile County without proper
cal certification.

Seetionﬁ While investigating a death hereunder, the county
medical examiner of Mobile County shall be authorized to take charge
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of the dead body, and he or a law enforcement officer having juris-
diction, or the medical examiner’s legal designee, may take possession
and examine or have examined related physical evidence on or about
the body at the scene as may be useful in establishing identity of
the deceased and/or the cause, manner, and circumstances of death.
The county medical examiner shall examine the body and take, retain
and examine or have examined whatever tissues, biological fiuids or
other evidence from the body he dee 3 necessary to determine the
cause, manner and circumstances 6f death and the identity of the

Section 6. If after investigating a death, the county medical
exammorhudemsnatedlmm,whoshal!beaphysmanhcensed

i iti onaeertiﬁ&teupruaibedbythe:mte‘healthdepart-
ment. Ifthedeeemdilunidentiﬁed,orifthe‘emmtymedicgl_ex-

and authorize release of the body for final dispostien o &t
Section 7. (a) An autopsy or postmortem’ examination' may
gfeﬁofmgdbyawuntyz;dicalexgminer,kagthgvgﬁttgndirecﬁon
district attarney or his authorized representative, in any case
mwhmhthedutncttttomeyiseonductmgacriminalmvestxgahon

(c) In a death where the county medical examiner does not deem
ﬁadvhdbhgndhthepubﬁchtuutthummbepufomei
medhdwdmwmm~mammh
performed,themfemedicdmminer,maduimedpathologist,
mymthemtopsymdthecostthuofor be paid by the
next i ;
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Section 8. The county medical examiner of Mobile County or
any law enforcement officer having jurisdiction and with the approval
of the county medical examiner shall take possession of personal
effects on or about the dead body and notify the next of kin in
regard to the death. Such personal effects may: (a) be retained as
evidence if deemed necessary; or (b) forthwith be returned to the
next of kin. : :

‘ Section 9. It shall be the duty ‘of any person in the county
having knowledge concerning a death occurring under the categories
defined in section 4 to report such death promptly to the county -
medical examiner of Mobile County or to any law enforcement agency
who, in turn, shall promptly report the same to the county medical . -
examiner of Mobile County. Deaths reportable to the county medical
examiner must be reported whether the cause is known or suspected,
primary. or contributory, or recent; delayed, or remote. No one shall
disturb or remove the body or human remains until authorized by
the county medical examiner .except for the purpose of preserving
such body or remains from loss or destruction. Any person w’
knowingly fails to make such report or withholds related medical
other evidence, or willfully alters the body or related evidence withou.
authority of the county medical examiner and outside the exceptions
stated, shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor and upon conviction
thereof shall be fined or sentenced, or both, according to law.

‘Section 10. While investigating a death hereunder, the county
medical examiner or the director of the Alabama Department of
Forensic Sciences is authorized to issue subpoenas for the production
of medical documents, radiographs, tissues or fluids as may be required
by the investigation.
 Section 11. Neither the county medical examiner nor any
member of his staff, nor the Director of the Alabama Department
of Forensic Sciences nor any member of the department’s staff or
agents, shall incur any civil or criminal kability for the proper

Section 12. The reports of desth investigations conducted by
the county medical examiner or by the Alabama Department of
Forensic Sciences, or true copies thereof duly certified by the county
~medical examiner or the director of the departmpent, are admissible
in evidence in any court in Mobile County, with or without testimony
by the county medical examiner or Department of Forensic Sciences
officials. Provided, however, any person preparing a report given in
evideneeunderthisa'ctmaybennﬁinonédasawitnesshanycivﬂ
or criminal case by either party to the cause.

Section 13. In addition to the duties and authority describr
above, the county medical examiner of Mobile County shall also ha
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all duties and authority now or hereafter vested in coroners by the
law of Alabama.

Section 14. The state medical examiner shall serve as county
-medical examiner for Mobile County with no personal compensation
from Mobile: County.

Section 18. Uponthe effective date of this act, title and
control of all equipment in the Mobile County coroner’s office shall
be transferred by Mobile County to the Alabama Department of
Forensic Sciences. The Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences
shall receive also, on an annual basis, all funds appropriated by the
county commission for the coroner’s office. Such appropriation shall
be the amount agreed to between the county governing body and the
Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences each year, but shall not
be less than the amount appropriated to the coroner’s office in the
county’s 1986-87 fiscal year budget. The Alabama Department of
Forens:cScxeneesshallutﬂxzeallsuchftmdstompportdeathm-
vestigation in Mobile County.

Section 16. Thisactmakesnochangesmthefundmgof,

responsibility for or existing methods of transporting bodies in Mobile
County. The Department of Forensic Sciences is assigned no addi-
tional responsibilities for transportation of bodies under this act.

Section 17. The county medical examiner shall make an an-

nual report to the county governing body listing the number of deaths
investigated, the determinations made and other reasonable facts as

required by the governing body.
Section 18. Theprovmonsofthxsactareseverable If any

part of the act is declared invalid or unconstxtutmnal, mchdeclaratmn
shall not affect the part which remains.

Section 19. All laws or parts of laws which conflict with this
act.are hereby repealed.

Section 20. Act No. 153, Regular Session 1866, (Acts 1866,
p- 141); Act Nos. 35 and 36, Special Session 1933, (Acts 1933,
p. 18); Act No. 563, S. 427, Regular Session 1943 (Acts 1943, p.
561); Act No. 462, H. 862, Regular Session 1951 and Act No. 871,
H. 1115, Regular Session 1951 (Acts 1951, pp. 822 and 1504) are

hereby specifically

Section 20. This act shall become effective immediately upon
its passage and approval by the Governor, or upon its otherwise

becoming law.
Approved July 22, 1987
Time: 9:27 AM.
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I hereby certify that the foregoing copy of an Act of the Leg-
islature of Alabama has béen compared with the enrolled Act and
it is a true and correct copy thereof.

Given under my hand this 23tdday of July, 1987.
| " ' JOHN W. PEMBERTON
Clerk of the House



